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We are each other's environment.

The unforeseen breakout of the COVID—19 pandemic transformed our lives and
relationships. Although we engage in less communication with others, their presence
in our lives even rather feels significant and now we realize that we are all
connected to each other in an organic network of human relationship and have a
great impact on the life of one another. Eula Biss said in her book, On Immunity,
that we are each other’ s environment and immunity is a shared space. Individual
lives fainthearted at the spread of the unprecedented pandemic are digging into our
mindset and vision, but the only way to escape this dreadful nightmare is only
through the principle of ‘herd immunity’ practiced by a collective body of the

community.

If we broaden our perspective from personal space, we will see our neighbours and
community. Remote work and distance learning inside our personal realm make us
rediscover the value of our own lives, families, neighbourhood and community. As we
avold gathering in crowded places or moving long distances, we more often visit
where we can feel more comfortable and relaxed, also pay more attention to the
meaning of locality. Now the boundary between one's 'first' and 'second' place, which
Ray Oldenburg referred to as home and work, become blurred, but the value and
importance of 'third' places, as space where we can feel the happiness in everyday
life and have specific experience as a member of a community, is being more

convincing.

At this moment when there is both uncertainty of change and new opportunities, what
should the architectural and urban spaces look like in order to accommodate changes in
various lives and perceptions? How could we redefine the relationship between
individuals and family, between homes and neighborhood, and between communities and
cities while facing the new social needs and the transition of the times? How can we
spatially interweave shared public areas with each individual areas, and make them
compatible? It is expected to see creative insights and solutions to various questions

and concerns about the community and architectural and urban spaces in this era.



